
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      

 AACF Founder Passes Away 
 

 
 

 
Sacramento, Calif. – May 31st, 2022 – The Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation (AACF) announced the 
passing of Don Schlenger, the co-founder of the AACF and Chairman Emeritus.  Don passed peacefully at his home in 
Palm Beach, Florida on May, 15, 2022.   Although retired, Don stayed involved with the foundation right up until his 
101st birthday on May 9th of this year. 
 
“Don was the heart and soul of the Foundation,” said Larry Magee, president of AACF.   “He continued to check in by 
phone at our board meetings and with individuals on the board even after he was not able to travel.” 
 
Schlenger served as a Captain in the Air Force during WWII.  After the war he joined the family auto parts business, 
eventually becoming President and CEO.  Through several acquisitions, he grew it into one of the largest auto parts 
retailers in the Northeast at that time.  Don sold the business in 1988.  
 
AACF Executive Director, Joel Ayres added, “Don would call me at least once a month to catch up with the 
operations and offer his advice. Though his body was starting to fail, his mind was as sharp as ever. We will miss his 
wisdom and dedication to this organization that he loved.” 

For more information, contact Joel Ayres at Joel@AftermarketCharity.org.  

 
### 

 
About the Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation (AACF)  
The Automotive Aftermarket Charitable Foundation (AACF) has been helping aftermarket families turn tragedy into 
triumph since 1959. Like the industry, AACF is driven by passion and devoted to family. It's tough to ask for help, but 
when someone in the aftermarket family faces profound circumstances, and it seems like there's nowhere else to 
turn, AACF is there for them. This is accomplished through the support of generous donors, awareness partners, 
dedicated volunteers and a small staff. To learn more or find out how to get involved, visit  
www.AftermarketCharity.org.   
 
Media Contact: Joel Ayres. Address: 5716 Folsom Blvd. #149, Sacramento, CA, 95819. Email to 
Joel@AftermarketCharity.org. 
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